Samuel Smith House
East Lyme, Connecticut

PAST undertook an archaeological
reconnaissance survey of this historic property to
locate and identify significant archaeological & —
deposits or features in order to facilitate
preservation efforts and educational programs. =
The archaeological survey recovered an

assemblage of 1,887 artifacts, primarily dating to v ‘{""‘:_
the 18th and 19th centuries, and several 5 .& rfé
archaeological features that were identified but
not excavated. e
PAST  architectural  historians  also i “"%l
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conducted an investigation to discover more about = e

the construction date chronology of the house,
which is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Prior to this study, the east end of the
house was believed to date to ca. 1695, with the west end added later. A title search was
performed to establish the chain of ownership for the property, which revealed a 1745 deed that
stated that the owner John Johnson was in the process of digging a cellar, providing a later and
more precise date for the construction of the east side of the house (the section with a cellar). A
dendrochronological (tree ring growth) study of selected parts of the building was conducted,
which also confirmed a late 1740s construction date.

Concentrating on the house’s chain of title along with the plan, framing, and fireboxes
has provided a clearer understanding of the development of the house. The eastern section of the
house, with its three fireboxes on the first floor, is illustrative of a type called a “square-plan
house”. This building type is generally thought to have evolved from the stone-ender houses
found throughout central and eastern Rhode Island. The western section of the house appears to
have been added to the eastern section, although it may contain sections of an earlier structure
that was added to the 1740s house after it was built. The western section’s timber frame and
chimney show clear evidence of having been extended to accommodate the eastern section of the
building. The rear lean-to, which encapsulated roof boarding and exterior clapboards when it was
added to the main block, appears to be the final addition to the house.
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